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	Application form KNAW Trailblazers Fund 2026 – PhD Candidates	[bookmark: _Hlk174020538]Who is it for?
First-generation academics in the final two years of their PhD programme[footnoteRef:2], working at a university or research institute in the Kingdom of the Netherlands. By ‘first-generation academics in the Netherlands’ we mean: [2:  The KNAW Trailblazers Fund also awards grants to the following first-generation academics: postdoctoral researchers (who have held their position for a maximum of three years) and assistant professors/university lecturers [Universitair Docenten] without a permanent position. The application form can be found on this webpage. 
] 

· researchers neither of whose parents hold a university degree; 
· researchers with a refugee background (either themself or through both parents) who have to rebuild their scientific/scholarly career in the Netherlands from scratch.

How much is the grant? 
A grant of a maximum of €5,000. 

Deadline
You can submit an application up to and including 29 April 2026. We will endeavour to announce recipients of a grant in early June 2026.

More information?
Before completing an application, please read the Regulations on this webpage.

	The purpose of the KNAW Trailblazers Fund is to support early-career first-generation academics in the Kingdom of the Netherlands and retain them for academia. It does so by funding promising well-designed project proposals from first-generation academics that will advance their scientific/scholarly career.

For an overview of activities that are eligible for funding, please check the Regulations on the webpage.
	


Details of applicant
	First name and last name 
	Fill in
	Position
	Fill in
	University/institute
	Fill in
	Work address
	Fill in
	Phone
	Fill in
	E-mail address
	Fill in
	Date of PhD conferral (anticipated)
	Fill in
	Discipline
	Fill in

Letter of recommendation
Enclose a letter of recommendation (attachment 1, maximum of one A4 page) from a supervisor, study advisor, former professor, or other mentor within an educational context. The letter must state clearly in what capacity that person knows you. 
Applicant’s CV
Attach a CV, without a photo, (attachment 2, maximum of two A4 pages).  
Details of research supervisor abroad
If you are applying for funding for a working visit outside the Netherlands, please send a confirmation letter (attachment 3, maximum of one A4 page) from the university, institution, or institute where you will be based.

Proposed activities
	Title

	Fill in
	A maximum of 200 words per question

	What activity/activities will you undertake if you are awarded a grant from the KNAW Trailblazers Fund?

	Fill in
	What are your reasons for undertaking these activities, and how do they fit in with your academic ambitions and personal development? Explain in specific terms what this grant will make possible that would not otherwise be possible.

	Fill in
	Describe the added value of the proposed activity/activities to science/scholarship and/or society. How will other researchers or other target groups within society benefit from your activity/activities? 

	Fill in

Budget and timeline
	Total budgeted amount (between minimum €3,000 and maximum €5,000)
	
	€ 
	Fill in
	Itemisation:
For indicative amounts during a stay abroad, you can consult, for example, www.numbeo.com/cost-of-living/
	
	
	

	Item 1 Fill in
	
	€
	Fill in
	Item 2 Fill in
	
	€
	Fill in
	Item 3 Fill in
	
	€
	Fill in
	Item 4 Fill in
	
	€
	Fill in
	Item 5 Fill in
	
	€
	Fill in

	A maximum of 150 words per question
Indicate the timeline for the proposed activities, including the starting and ending dates.

	Fill in
	Give a brief explanation of the budget, in particular the extent to which the proposed plan and budget are in line with current standards, without unnecessary costs or overspending.

	Fill in

Declaration and confirmation
	I declare that I have taken note of the conditions for an application, as laid down in the Regulations, and I confirm that I have filled in my application truthfully.
	☐	Yes	


Applicant’s signature (manual signature not required)
	Name
	Fill in
	Place and date
	Fill in




	
	Submission (up to and including 29 April 2026)
	

	
	Send the completed form to:
wetenschapsfondsen@knaw.nl

Also send the following attachments (as PDFs):
· 1. A CV, without a photo, of a maximum of two A4 pages; 
· 2. A letter of recommendation (maximum of one A4 page) from a supervisor, study advisor, former professor, or other mentor within an educational context; 
· 3. If the application concerns a working visit abroad, a letter of confirmation from the university, institution, or institute where you will be based. 

Important: please do not submit these attachments in ‘secure display’ mode; the Academy must be able to merge them with this form.

The Academy aims to announce the recipients of grants from the KNAW Trailblazers Fund early in June 2026.
	

	
	
	



	
	HOW DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THIS CALL FOR APPLICATIONS?
	

	
	☐	From the Academy's Funds and Prizes Newsletter
	

	
	☐	Through a targeted e-mail call for applications from the Academy
	

	
	☐	On the Academy’s website
	

	
	☐	Through the Academy’s social media (for example LinkedIn, X)
☐	From my manager/supervisor
	

	
	☐	From a colleague in my specialist field 
☐	From an employee of Grant Support/Funding Office
	

	
	☐	Otherwise, for example a conference, professional journal, network, organisation, namely Fill in
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